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Many naming conventions have been developed over the years to 
improve coherency and facilitate construction of well-designed 
systems. Without well-named modules, procedures, controls, and 
program variables (i.e. a program’s holders of facts such as names 
and addresses), even a coherent design can appear as a foreign 
language to a maintenance programmer.  

 
In Vista, the modules appear to be well named. VI’s names are 
abbreviations, but we located some program code that enabled us to 
translate the abbreviation into a purposeful name. Abbreviations are 
an important naming convention concept. 
 
VI’s procedure names are generally adequate with VC’s being 
especially clear and descriptive. As is typical in most systems 
though, improving descriptive names, in many cases, benefits a 
maintenance programmer. To improve coherence, globally available 
procedures, like those available in VI’s UTIL.bas and Vista.bas, 
should explicitly be given global names.  

 
The largest hurdle in Vista code we believe will prove to be the 
absence of a consistent convention for naming program variables -- 
including form controls. 

  
Variable naming conventions typically address two aspects: 1) a 
variable’s type such as integer or string, and 2) a variable’s scope. 
Scope is a basic concept enforced by the visual basic language. 
While too complex to discuss here, it is an important concept that 
improves the ability of a programmer to easily recognize what a 
program is trying to do.  With Vista’s use of several hundred 
globally-scoped variables, a programmer could find it a challenge to 
fully understand the behavior of the system as a whole. 
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       Vista 2003 Survey  

First Name:    Last Name:    

Job Title:  Phone Number:   

How long have you been using Vista?                       

How often (on average) do you use Vista?   

Is Vista your primary tool for accessing and analyzing quantitative population-based 
public health data?         

Yes No  

What other tools do you use to access and analyze quantitative population-based public 
health data?     

SPSS     STATA    SAS    EpiInfo     

Other, please specify: 

      

In general, what do you use Vista for (please check all that apply)? 

Requests for information from outside your agency/organization      

Public Health Assessment Reports     

Requests for information from within your agency/organization     

Developing Public Health Fact Sheets     

Grant Applications     

Surveillance     

Bioterrorism Preparedness and Planning    

Other (please 

specify):   



�
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Describe the last time you used Vista (what question were you seeking to answer,  
when it was & please give an example)?  

 

What do you like about the web version of Vista?  

 

What barriers (e.g. technical problems) have you experienced with VistaPHw?  

 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

Vista Assessment Topics and Output  

Please describe improvements to the assessment topics that you would like to see:  

 

In what ways does the current output in excel meet your needs?  

 

Are there ways the current output can be improved?  

 

Describe in detail examples of additional output that would help meet your needs.   
(If online examples exist please provide the link or URL)  
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Vista Training  

What kind of Vista training have you participated in (check all that apply)?  

Vista Training Workshop    Site Visit      Online exercises    Over the 

phone TA    None     

Other, please specify: 

 

If you have not participated in any Vista training, why?  

 

Have you attended more than one Vista training workshop?     

yes        no  

What is your priority for training in 2003-2005?  

 

What is your preference for ongoing support?     

Vista Training Workshops  Site Visits  Online exercises Over the phone 
TA         

Other, please specify:  

 

Would you be interested in a web-based training module?     

yes    no  

Is the Joint Conference a good site for you to attend a Vista Training?  

yes    no  

Additional comments on Vista Training: 
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Vista Support  

If you do not subscribe to WA-ASSESS (a listserve for public health assessment) 

would you like information on subscribing?  
Yes

                     

Identify and describe one aspect of support for Vista you would most like to see 
improved:  

 
   
If you are not currently a member of the Vista Advisory Group would you consider 
participating in the future?     

yes    no  

What is your vision for Vista in the future?  

 

Additional comments/Other feedback: 

 

Submit Reset
    Thank you for participating in the 2003 Vista Survey!  
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General observations on adherence to coding standards. 
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Internet 

VistaPHw resides on two separate web servers: 
 
1. The VistaPHw interface and demo data are stored on a public website at 

www.vistaphw.net.  The VistaPHw interface and demo data are accessible to 
the public. 

 

 The DOH data analyzed by VistaPHw are stored on a server within the DOH DMZ.  All 
information transmitted to and from the DMZ is encrypted through SSL (Secure Socket 
Layer) hardware.  The user ID and password are encrypted at the desktop interface 
before being sent to the server.  Only individuals who meet the criteria delineated in the 
data sharing agreement (and who have signed this agreement) can access the DOH 
data on the VistaPHw server. 
 
(This line represents the flow of Data to the DMZ, information is sent back in the reverse 
direction.) 
 
This line represents a physical connection:                     
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